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« COL. BENTON'S HISTORY.—ON THE
OF INDIANS FROM GEORGIA.

LLARS; for the short

REMOVAL

[Coninued.from the Notiona Tt o Sovior 2] |

TO THE EDITORS OF THE WATIONAL TerSLLIGERCRR.
Genrusuex ¢ If Col. Bukirox had been as solicitous to,
make 2just repeért of the'circumstances connected with
the making of the treaty with the Creck Indians, st
Washingtom, in January, 1820, as he has been to censurée

the administragions of Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and"

to comvict them of having scted in bad faith towards
Georgia in neglecting to fulfil the compact with that State
of 1802, and libel me, I should have been spared the un-
pleasant duty of commenting on his ** higtory,” and you,
gentlemen, the trouble of publishing my remarks uponit.

Cal. Baxrox charges in his ¢ History,”” ag published in
the National Intelligencer of the 15th ultimo:

First. That “ o great fraud in an Indian treaty (the
treaty with the Creel Indians of January 24, 1820) was
detected and frustrated”’—by himself, of course.

Second, That  Mr, McKenney, (meaning me,) the In-
dian buréau clerk, was the sctusl negotiator of the
treaty;” and

Tiird. That * this great fraud was with his (my) cogni-
zancg.'’ '

Thus “a great fraud” is announced, and with it Iam
connected, under what form of participation Col. Bexrox
leaves the public to infer. It shall be my business to
show the great injustice of both the charge and the im-
plicatien; as also that I was meither *‘the actusl nor
pominal negotiator of the treaty.” I will do this by
showing—

First. In what this alleged ‘¢ great fraud” consisted.

Second. That, fraud or no fraud, it wag not *in the
treany.”’ A

Tgird. Who, and who alene, were concerned in it.

Fourth, What sort of *cognizance” I had of it, and
when, snd where, and by whom it was for the first time
made known to me; as also what was my action upon it,
and what steps were taken by Mr. Barbour in relation
to it. v !

1 rely for o full and eatisfactory exposition of the fore-
going propositions upon a report made by me to Mr. Dar-
bour af the time, and which was made in complinnce with
his call upon me in the words following :

“ Btate what you know of the progressive steps taken
by me (Mr. Barbonrenin regard to the late treaty and
immediately preceding the opening of the negotiation
and which led to its execution, and particularly as it re-
apecis @ list of the money which the chie/s prepared, containing
the sums which they roquire should be paid over to them smme-
diately, and in this city."”

The entire report vmsy be found im American State
Papers No. 6, Indisa Affairs, vol 2, poges 665<"6, 1 shall
wake from it no more than will eover the grounds em-
braced by the foregoing propositions, and this will be
contsined in the following extraoct:

“ DepanTuEsT oF Wag,
“ Ogiice Indian Afiaire, May 15, 1820,

** The treaty was then drawn (as it appears in its pre-
gent form, without its supplemental article) and agreed to.

« At this period, and afler the wigning of the treaty,
nm snd Veon brought a paper to me, saying, ‘the
chiefs had agreed to the payments to the persons whose
names were upon it, and in the sums opposite each, re-
spectively.’ I told them it was their own affair, the treaty
providing for & payment of the whole 217,600 dollars
+ to the chiefs of the nation immediately after its ratifi-
eation ;' and it would be for them (the chiefs) to make
whatever distribution of the money they might esteem
proper ; but suggested that it might not be the best
mode, as the nation was interested in the distribution, and
might except to it

] then took the Japer to you and explained these
views. You were much eogaged at the time, and answer-
ed that you presumed it was their own affair, and how-
ever proper it might be to see a more general equaliza-
tion of it through the nation, yet you supposed it must
rest with them.

«1 returned and asked Ridge and Vann their ofjject for
having the apportionment made here?* They answered
they wanted it counted here and sealed up, and given te
each person, as preferable to having it done in the nation.

“1 told them it could not be done here; but the
cashier of the Branch Bank would no doubt oblige them
by seeing it so counted and sealed.

“ This afterwards became a subject of consideration
with you. You spoke to me in regard to it ; and it hav-
ing been intimated that probably the inferior and less in-
telligent of the chiefs might not know what arrangement
was made as to the sums and the manner of applying
them, I sent for Ridge and Vann, and asked them to state
distmetly whether every member of the delegation knew
as well as they did the mode which they had sdopted for
the distribution of the momey? Ridge frankly answer-
ed, ‘No; but that Opothleyoholo and Charles Coonells
knew, and that was enough.’

«] reported this torgon, when you directed me to send
for the delegation. it w::,}n” the supplemental article
of the treaty was agreed fo gent to the Senate. They
came. You then represented to them the danger that
might arise from so partial o distribution of their money,
as their people at hiome, might not submit to it. You
were answered ‘ They knew what they were doing.” You
then directed the interpreter to say that you had no de-
sire to comtrol that over which the treaty had given them
the power; but, as the paper had been banded to you,
you wished te read it, and know whether they had all
agreed to have the disposition made of the money which
was therein indicated. They snswered, each and indivi-
dually, * ¥er," repeating that it was their own arrange-
ment, and the fears you bad cxpressed in regard to the
probable effects of such a course upon their people at
nome need not be indulged, for that they would see that
their people ratified the arrangoment, a8 in the event of
any dissatisfaction they hind their anvuity and this very
money, and would so spply it as to satisfy all ; aud that
that 'ﬂzmu and all that hos been written would be
read no: explained in council to their people on
their return home. You told them you still had your
fears, but could only advise.,

"“THO. L. McKENNEY.

““To Hon. Jaxrs Barvour, Seeretary of War.”

Now, Mr. Barbour knew whether this response to so
much of his call as is contained in the above extract was
troe or mot true. He endorsed its truth by adopting and
gending the whole report to the Senate.

Mr. Barbour says, in bis note addressed to Mr. Benton
snd Mr. McLane which accompanied my report: © Its
distribution,” (that is, the apportionment of a portion of
the price to be paid for the lands by the chiefs among
themaelves,) ** at their instance, is considered no affair of
this Government, except 8o far as humanity was concern.
ed in preventing disturbance. To my advice they (the
chiefs) replied, their authority as representing their tribe
bad not been questioned as to the sale of their lands, and
they conld not see the proprioty of its being doubited as
to the receipt of the purchase money, and that they were
willing to be hle for all consequences,”

The foregoing shows that the * great fraud" consisted
in n certain proposed distribution of a portion of the
money arising out of the wale of theirlandsby the chiefs
who made the mltly among themselves, and that, however
unequal or unjust it might be to their people at home, it
was » matter that concerned themselves; that it was not
« in the treaty;” and that my * cognizance” of their
mode of distributing the money wae not known, and I
may add not even suspected by me, until brou ht to my
knowledge in the way and at the time stated jn my re-

It has been , moreover, that [ did not think
mt to their nation that such a distribution should be
made, and aleo what were the steps taken by Mr. Dar.

: * Ia the Department.

e

bour, on nil the subject kmown to him, to dis-
sunde the chiefs from the course they had adopted.
1will not stop to characterize as it deserves Col. Ben-
ton’s version of this affair. He knew all these cireum-
stances ss chairman of the committee of the Senste. He
had E report, endorsed by Mr. Barbour, before him, as
also Mr, Darbour’s letter., He kiew in what consisted |
the ** great fraud,” and that it was not *“in the treaty,” |
::.d l.&:; it was w .;ohth;o ot.:lesf: t.hﬁm;ehu. ‘c'l also
t they were ¥ r. Barbour and my-
self not to dispose of the money according to the plan
as decided upon a them; but to take it all home, and
there makea on of it in & way more equal, and
thus save themselves from the probable uences that
might follew so partial o distribution of it. I say Col.
Benton kpew all this. Heknew, further, what was the
sort of * cognizance” 1 bad of it; snd he alone perhaps
koows why be did not make his * History” to correspond
with these recorded facts in the case.

But, sgain: Ool Benton says ** [ was the actual nego-
tiator of the treaty.” If this were so I certainly could
have no motive for enying it. The tresty is not even
tnged with a * fraud,” ** gress Strueture
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; Yo “beibery” of any sort
was justand its epd pacific. But 1 wae neither ** the ac-
tual” nor nominal ‘*negotiator of that treaty.” My po-
sition was suberdinate, as were my duties, These I dis-
charged faithfully, but always within the circle of my re-
latious to the Secretary of War. It is true I was honored
by his confidénce, and:he received from me such light as
wiy position and long experience in our Indinn relations
enabled me to impart.

My flat dénial of the truth of Col. Benton's assertion
will, T am gure, be deemed sufficient; but I confidently
refer to Gen. Cass, whose services Mr. Barbour put in re-
quisition during the negotiation of that treaty, and to
whom Mr: Barbour admits he owed much of the success
of the negotiation, as & witness to prove the truth of my
denial. 5

1 rely upon the foregoing to satisfy the public that I
was not  the actual negotiator of the treaty’” with the
Creeks of 1826, as unequivocally charged by Col. Benton
in his * History,” sud also to prove what sort of connex-
ion I had with that alleged ¢ great frand” which he an-
nounces to have heen made known to him, and with which
he connects me. 1 have shown that there was no fraud,
« great” or emall, which had the most remote connexion
with the making of that treaty on the part of any officer
of the Government; and that the true character of the
fraud to which Col. Benton refers was entirely one-sided,
and related wholly, and without the knowledge or suspi-
cion of what was going on by the party acting for the
United States till after the treaty was made, tothe Indians
themstlves, and the manner in which it was sgreed among
themselves to divide a large portion of the consideration
money sgreed to be paid them under the treaty.

1 know of but one attempt to connect & ** great fraud”
with the making of that treaty, and that was by Col. Ben-
ton himself. He admits the fact, but draws over his re-
lation to that proposed bribery s veil, the object of which
doubtless is to soften the features of his proposition and
hide their deformity from the public eye. Henr him:
¢ The Secretary (Mr. Barbour) was very willing to do all
this,”’ (that is, procure a supplemental article ceding ali
the lands in Georgia,) ““but said it was impossible,
that the chiefs would not agree to it. I recommended
him to make some presents so as to overcome their op-
position, which he most innocently declined, because it
would savor of bribery.” And then announces: *In the
mean time it had been communicated to me that the trea-
ty slready made was itself the work of great bribery.”

This aunouncement, it is true, was well caleulated tp
put in the background Col. Benton’s proposal * to mnke
some presents, so as to overcome their opposition,” &c.;
and it wag behind the shelter of this * great bribery™ Col.
Benton would hide his own bribery plan. DBut the record
tells us how that proposition was received by Mr. Bar-
beur and with what indignant rebuke he met it. Mr,
Barbour meant that his sense of Col. Bentoun's proposition

| rogatory alike to the Aonor snd Aumandly of those who

should go to the record when be wmt.hu, (nd
the note to Col. Beuton wad Mr. Mo ) “ For

1 was advised, as Col. Denton is aware, to approach the
influential chiefs with recret gratuities, justified, as it was
urged,” (by Col. Benton,) **by the usages of the Govern-
ment, [ peremplorily refused to do 20 : and determined that
whatever wag given as the price of the land should ap-
pear on the fuce of the treaty;" adding, as I have be-
fore inserted it, “its distribution, at their own instance,
is considered no affair of this Government,” &e.

Now, then, as this letter whs addressed to Col. Benton
and Mr. McLane, if Mr. Barbour's version of Col. Ben-
ton's plan for a bribery of “the influential chiefs” had
not heen true to the letter, why did he not at the time ex-
eept to it; but if it is true, (and none will doubt it,) then
Col. Benton's *“innocent” manner of merely proposing
that ““some presents be made to overcome their objec-
tion,” &e. will have tagive place to the bolder outline of
Mr. Barbour’s testimony, which shows that Col. Denton’s
proposition was to g pproach,’” not the entire delegation,
but “the influe " ghiefs”—with what! *‘Some pre-
sents 1" No, but ““with secret gratuities.” ** Secret,” the
very worst form of bribery. It was high time, after such
& proposal and such o rebuke as Mr. Barbour flung in its
face, that some fuss of some sort should be made to di-
vert publio attention from both the bribery project of Col.
Benton and the indignant rebuke with which it was met.
To set Mr. Barbour down as *the actual negotistor of
the treaty” in which * a great fraud” was connected af-
ter that, and that * he was cognizant of it,” would have
been too daring, when, in order to establish the ‘“ great
fraud,” it was necessary to make another * the actual ne-
gotintor of the treaty,” when the honor of the negotiator,
and of course a ** cagnizance” of that “ great fraud,” wes
shifted from Mr. Barbour's shoulders to mine. This, it
must be confessed, was o most ingenious contrivance.
Mr. Darbour is dead; Col. Benton knew it. No voice
from the tomb could be uttered to correct this “ History”
of Col. Benton. But the suthor of that ** History" should
have remembered that the records were alive, and that
their language is beyond his power to silence or ingenuity
to pervert,

1 repeat, the only proposition for a bribery project to
secure the completion of the Creek Treaty of Washington
of January, 1820, which ever came to my knowledge was
by Col. Benton himself; nor was it presented as he says
it was; that is, if Mr. Barbour's uncontradicted testimony
(uncontradicted, I mean, till now) is entitled to belief.

And who doubts it?
THOS. L. McKENNEY,
Formerly Chief of the Dureau of Indian Affsirs,
Washington.
New Yonk, Novexser, 1853,

THE TREATY OF PAYNE'S LANDING.

To the Editors of the National Intelligencer :

Gexruemexs : Your paperof the 26th of November con-
tains a long article, signed ** Tuouas L. McKsxxey, for-
merly Chief of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Washing-
ton,” reprehending ex-Senator BextoN and the comments
in bis forthcoming book on the course of the Federal
Government towards the State of Georgia respecting the
Creek and Cherokee Indians formerly in that State.

Mr. MoKexxgy insists that the treaty of * Indinn
Springs,” concluded with the Georgia Indians on the 12th
of February, 1825, and ratified by the Benate of the Uni-
ted States on the 7th of March, 1825, and annulled by
the treaty of Washington of January 24th, 1820, wasa |
gross fraud and outrage upon the * Creek nation:” and |
he denounces all concerned in the negotiation and ratifi-
cation thereof in unmeasured terms. Iis publication is
generally uite uninteresting to me, and 1 do not pre.
sume the public feel any deep concern respecting these
old by-gone aflairs. 1 am not disposed to intermeddle,
either as to the statements made or arguments advanced,
in any part of his long letter, except in the three sen-
tences herenfter quoted. What ho there says concerns
the reputation of an esteemed friend of mine, now ab-

o lalq;!zg:u s &.PW e f the Indlu.;:rlm
¢ guarantie ts treaty o i

Does that man live :L, with a knowledge of the circum-
stances attending ull thrée of these so-called treaties,

will designate them as being any thing short of down-
right infringements on the rights of the Indisns, and de-

negotiated and the power that ratified them?! There
would seem to be one exception, at least so far as the
treaty of the Indian Bprings is concerned.”

Gen. James Gansoey, of South Carolina, the present
Minister Plenipotentinry of the United States to the Re-
public of Mexico, was the commissioner who, ‘on the
Uth of May, 1832, “‘negotiated” the ¢ freaty of Payne's
Landing.” It was ratified on the 12th of April, 1834, ae
I am informed, by the unanimous vote of the Senate, 1
had the honor of acting as the seeretary of the commis-

gion in the +* pegotistion,” amd my name will be found .-

signed to the trenty as an attesting
doa vy che Wead chis(s of the Seminolod”
was an uiw'-%, 0 1t waa it wet 7 wiakodners,” if it
was ¢ an infjuitons outrage, 1 can exonerate myeelf from
the charge of Béing an acoeasory before the fact in the
perpetration of this crime only by pleading that my po-
gition was entirely subordinate and irresponsible, or that 1
was non capaz doli. 1 will not consent that such defences
be made in my behalf, Lon&n regident citizen of Florida,
and occupying positions that enabled me to know the
course of the Federal and Territorisl Governments and of
the people of Florida towards the Seminoles, up to the
period when that treaty was concluded and ratified, 1 de-
ny the truth of the sccusations made in the qunotation
above given from Mr. McKenney's publication. I would
not wi.ﬁingl participate in a ** downright infringement
of the rights”’ of any, whether * /ndian” or white man,
and 1 claim to have aided actively, though in & subaltern
capacity, in the *‘negotiation” of that treaty. If * dis-
honor'’ and ¢ inhumanity” can justly be imputed to any
one on account thereof, I am also guilty. Itis perhaps
true that in this case, as reepects my humble self, Imight
be content with the considerstion that Mr. McKenney in-
volves in his accusations of turpitude, wickedness, inhu-
manity, and dishonor the entire body of the United
States Senate of April, 1824, when the treaty of Payne's
Landing was retified; and more than two-thirds of the
Benate of May, 1830, when the Cherokee treaty of ** New
Echota” was rat{ficd, and also more than two-thirds of the
Senate of March, 1825, when the treaty of * [ndian
Springs” was ratified ; and likewise Presidents Monroe and
Jackson, and Secretaries Calbhoun and Cass, as well as
Gen, Gadsden and ether gentlemen of high character,
But I seorn, in behalf of my ashsent friend Gen. Gadsden
or for myself, to use such shield, impregnable though it
be, agninst' the assaults of the oi divant ** Chief of the
Indian Buresu at Washington,” holdiog that it is due to
the country and to its reputation that such calufuious
accusations should be met by prompt exposure and refu-
tation.

As to the inhumanity imputed, Mr. McKenney is pecu-
liarly unfortunste in having selected the Seminole nation
and the treaty of Payne's Landing to suswsin euch a
charge, as a reference to facte, recorded in the national
statute book and in printed documents of Congress, will
abundantly prove,

In the year 1831 the Peninsular Seminoles were scourg-
ed with pestilence and famine. The corn erops falled
from unprecedented droughts in the spring and summer
of that year. Superadded to this calamity, the smallpox
broke outamong them, carrying off hundredas of their
men, women, and children. An endemic malignant fever
followed these misfortunes, and the effects of burricanes
sud floods of unparalleled violence snd extent in the
known history of the peninsula reduced them to utter
destitution. Many of the white settlers near to them
contributed to their relief by liberal domations of corn
snd meat to avert absolute starvation. The plunder of
the frontier settlements by the Indians to obtain food did
not take place only because the warriors of the nation
were too enfeebled by dissase and 3
snch a course.  Tha sad tale of the sufferin
minoles reached the ear of Congress, and by
Gth of May, 1832, the War Department was directed to
furnish them medicine, and especially, by vaccination, to
arrest their annibilation by smallpox, o disease, with the
1sdians and negroes, in six eases out of ten fatal.

Do these nets display ** inhumanity " Were they deeds
of *“wickedness!” Congress, by the act of 31st of May,
1832, appropriated several thousand dellars for the pur-
chase of corn and other provisions for them, in conse-
quence (a8 is especially recited in the att) of * the failure
of their crops” of the previous year. Was this an act of
“ ink ity,” or ** wickedness,” or of ** dishonor £ Nor
can it be truly insinuated that these things were done to
induce (or bl‘iil} the Seminoles to agree to the treaty of
Payne's Landing. The respective dates of the treaty and
of the scts cited conclusively dispose of any such insinu-
stion. [t is proper also to notice that the treaty contains
no stipulation whatever by the United States to render
suoh assistance. It was entirely gratuitous.

The council with the Seminoles at Payne’s Landing was
neld between the 1st and 9th of May, 1832, and it was
convened at the instance and earnest request of the Semi-
nole nation. Not only were the principal head chiefs pre-
sent at that council, but the masses of the nation attend-
ed it. Few were absent except those who were too en-
feebled by discase to travel. The Indiane had become
disheartened by their condition. The white settlements
in Florida made under the treaty of Camp Moultrie, ne-

tiated in September, 1823, (while Mr. McKenney wad
# (hief of the Burean of Indian Affairs st Washington,” j
had restricted their hunting privileges ; and their most in-
telligent and sagacious chiefs were appalled at the pros-
pect before them, sud freely admitted that the only men-
sure to avert the speedy extinction of the nation was their
emigration to the reserved Indian territory weSt of the
Btate of Arkansas, BSerious difficulties, however, existed
between some of the Seminoles and the Georgia Creeks,
who had previously emigrated west, or were then about
to remove. Not s few of the elder Seminole warriors
were fugitives from the Creek Nation for offences com-
mitted years before against the Indian Iaws, by which
their lives had been forfeited. The Indian code is re-
lentless. Sentences under it nover die. There ia no limi-
tation of time as to their execution. As can readily be
imagined, some of these Indians entertsined a.ppr!gen-
sions that the Creeks, upon the opportunity being afford-
éd by the suggested union of the Seminoles with them in
the west, would rigoronsly enforce the punishments for
all unatoned crimes.  Arpiaka,” or ¢ Sam Jones,"” was
one of these fugitives for crime, and indeed the same may
be said with truth of nearly every one of the prominent
first objectants to emigration. There were also many un-
settled differences between Crecks and Seminoles as to
rights of descent in respect of chieftainship or rank and
a8 to property, especially as to numerous slaves then in the
Seminele nation claimed by Crecks. Some of the Semi-
nole claimants and alse some of the negro slaves did from
the outset express apprebensions of trouble with the
Creeks on this score, though it was not till at least a year
after the conelugion of the treaty of Payne’'s Landing, in
May, 1832, that the influence thereby created against
emigration became formidable. Those considerations,
however, constituted then, gs tbe( have ever since, and
as at this time they conatitute, the real obstacles to the emi-
gration of the entire Seminole nation west. ' Sam
Jones's”’ anticipations of punishment by the Creeks for
the crimes of ancient days, for which he fled from them,
and * Billy Bowlegs'' fears of “ Wild Cat” and another
rival for supremacy in the Seminole nation, are the true
difficulties preventing the removal west of the seven or
eight hundred of their fellows yet in the Everglades.

At the council of I'ayne's Landing the infinence of the
wisest, most patriotic, and disinterested counsellors of
the nation prevailed. That influence had not become
wenkened by the unceasing and insidious efforts against
removal used by the fugitive Creeks, and by the claimants

to its '
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of disputed property, and for contested precedence, art-
fully directed to the young Scminole warriors and to the |
negro siaves. But these efforts, aided by ill-advised |
courses of the Federal Government and some of its ngents |
in 1843, "84, and "85, ultimately resuited in open hostile |

gent from the country on public service, and also in some
degree myself ; and o refutation of the injurions nccusd- i
tions Mr. MeKexxuv there makes is a duty I owe to |

that nbsent friend and to myself. |
Mr. MoKsxxty, in answer to Col. Denton's argument |

treaty of Indian Springs wns evidence of its fairness,
and that the subsequent repudiation of it by Prosident
Adams, Secretary Barbour, and Mr. McKenney, and |
others was improper, says as follows :

“ As well might Col. Benton have referred to the ratifi-
eation by the Senate of the ireaty, so called, of New
Behota of to that of Payne's Landing, the first parporting |
to be with the Cherokees nnd the last with the Seminoles, |
and justified the enormity of the wiokedness of both be-
oause ratified by the United Btates Senate, as to this ao
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resistance to emigration by the mnss of the nation and in !
the war that commenced at the end of the last year above
named, and which is yet to be finally closed. |
I donbt not that if Gen, Gadsden bad, in May, 1952, |
insisted upon a treaty with the Seminole nation, then as- |
sembled at Payne's Landing, providing for the absolute, |
unconditional, and immediate removal west, those who |

that the ratification by the Uhited States Senate of the | gubsequently became openly hostile to emigration would | California steamer,

not then have ventared to o the popular feeling and |
Fnenl convictien of the nation, caused by its then utter. |
dependant and desperate condition. A recurrence to
e stipulations of the treaty he did make will show that
such was not his eourse. It was dictated by feelings of
liberality and justice ; by a desire not merely to do jus-
tioe, but to satisfy the Indiana that such was the object
of the Government, and that it intended to aid and pro-
tect them. ;
Thus much in vindieation of the justice and humanity
the Government, the truth of h‘sury, and the homor

aft asylum from Lis persecu nemies, aad
enjoying our protection and hospitality, thus em-
braces the first public ocoasion that he can obtain to cen-
sure the action of our Government and to dictate the course
of our national policy, he certainly cannot expect to re-
ceive either the approbation or the sympathy of our citi-
zens, particularly when he adds, that, whilst thus enjoy-
ing **the freedom guarantied to him as a citizen or in-
choate citizen,” his purpose to carry on and stimulate re-
volutionary movements in Europe. Mr. Mirouei. has
fallen intg the same error as Kossuth, who ‘ went up
like a rocket and came down like the stick,”’ when he at-
tempted to dictate to Americans what their national policy
should be, and to unsettle the fandsmental basis on which
our foreign relations have been regulsted ever since we
bhad a Government.

I heve not met & single . individual here who does not
in strong terms condemn the course of Mr, Mirtcuery,
and draw the most unfavorable conclusions as to him, in
comparison with the modesty and propriety of conduct
exhibited by his fellow-sufferer and exile, MzacuER.

The remarks of the New York Commercial Advertiser
on this speech are peculiarly appropriate, and I refer you
to them. g

MMr. Secretary Marey, I hope, will survive the tirade of
Mr. MircueLy upon his Kossta letter snd his ceusure of
him, because—

*“The Secretsry of State at Washington, in his last
note to the Austrian Minister—actuated certainly by the
nicest sense of diplomatic courtesy—has tuken care to
warn all adventurers and seditious propagandists that
the United States will in no wise sanction or protect
them if they engage in frandulent machinations for dis-
turbing the internal quiet of other nations; snd he fur-
ther declares ‘that the United States will do as much as
any of the European Powers to promote tranquillity.”

What, for a person placed in the circumstances of Mr.
MircueLL, could be in worse taste than the following:

* No secretary or man shall charge me with frand. 1
am a professed revolutionist now, an adventurer, a sedi-
tious propagandist. I mean to make use of the freedom
guarantied Lo me as & citizen or inchoate citizen of Ame-
rica to help and to stimulate the movement of European
Democracy, and especially of Irish independeuce. I mean
to claim for the revolutionary refugees here not only the
hospitality aed the comity of America, but also her sym-
pathy snd active friendship; nay, I claim for them that
America shall be to them the very standing ground pray-
ed for by Archimedes, whercon they may plant a lever
thut shall move the world.”

Mr. Mrossis will soon £od out, If he has not already

“The Commersia

‘‘We have not room to-day to comment on this speech
as it deserves. But commeunt is scarcely necessary. We
are much mistaken if every Americar citizen, native or
paturalized, Whig or Lemocrat, who reads these passages
from Mr. Mitchell's speech. does not feel indignant that
such an unjust atisck should be made upon an officer of
the American Government by a man who at the moment
be uttered it was enjoying American hospitality.”

The next California steamer ‘will probably give us the
Jinale of the Sllibustering expedition.

I greatly fesr our Government has lost a fine opportu-
nity for a display of proper energy and promptuness for
checking such atrocious proceedings and vindicating the
character of the country from the imputation of fostering
aund encouraging them.

The United States. I believe, have no war steomer on
the Pacitic coast, but they could readily have msadean
arrangement with some of the steam companies for the
charter of one of the fine steamers to be found at some of
the Pacific ports of the lsthmus, and might have sent out
by the steamer that left bere on the 20th an oficer of the
navy, with a pair of epaulets on his shoulders, to tuke
the command and move at omee up the coast to in-
tercept the marsuders before they could do other mis-
chief or further commit the country.

A prompt action of this kind would bave hada very
favorable effect upon our present important negotiations
with Mexico, whilst the delay may tend greatly to embar-
rass them, besides giving an sdvantagoe to the British in-
terest, ns the English Minister at Mexico has, it appears,
placed a war steamer ot the control of the Mexican Gov-
ernment to proceed in pursuit of this petty expedition.
It may, however, now become a more formidable affair,
for it is understood that the handful of mea have returned
for reinforoements, which they will probably find lesg diffi-
culty in procuring, upon the exaggerated representations
which they will make ns to the impunity with which some
fifty or sixty men landed and carried on their operations,
and that five hundred would overrun and hold the country.

If the present or any increased force has landed on
Mexionn territory, our Govermment of course could not |
interfere with them, or il they are captured either on
land or sea by the Mexican authoritiea they will proba-
bly be summarily executed, and thus produce popular ex- |
citement leading to further trouble. These probable
consequences might have been fully guarded against, Lad
the Administration, in the way indicated above, inter-
cepted the expedition on the high seas and brought the
parties into an American port, to be there dealt wiih as
the law directe. Another good and highly importaut re-
gult from such a course would have been the checking of
future undertakings of the kind; for if the Adminiztra-
tion does not show that they are opposed to all such
things, and will visit those engaged in these predstory
and piratical expeditions with the full punishment of the
laws, they will be kept in hot water during their whole
term of office. The President expresses his determina-
tion to put down all such attempts, so far as lie has power
or suthority to do go, and I have no doubt he is perfectly
sincere in these declarations ; but there is, notwithstand.
ing, a lurking belief in the minds of some, and particu-
larly of those disposed to engage in these lawless expe-
ditions, that & Demooratic Administration rather favors
them secretly ; and it will require some overt snd ener
getic nction on the part of the President to dizpel this
delusion. The want of action in the present case is even
quoted here as proof that the Cabinet at Washington are
not partionlarly anxious on the subject. In this, I thivk,

justice ix not done to their motives.

It in, however, not yet too late to adopt the mode indi
cated above, and it is to be hoped that some discrect and
experienced naval officer will be sent out by the next
with nuthority to bire one of the
stenmera of some of the companiee, if in his opinion, from
theinformation he obtains on arriving at the Ischmus, he
shounld deem it mecessary. * An ounce of prevention is
worth & pound of cure,”’ and nipping thik thing in the
bud may save » world of fature embarrassment und
trouble.

It i# %o be regrotted that the press gemerally of the
country is not more sound as regards this matier, and

that irect approval is so often exproseed io favor of such

| ontrages on the rights of friendly nations, with mm- -
Sombe cries of * manifest destiny,” extending ¢ the ares

: sanction treat the matter in '

| holydsy terms’ as to sfford indirect eucouragemen

“~ ' The Courier and Enquirer of this city is atany rate|

o e
ments of

freedom,” &c. Some even of those presses who r
T

., With some claims to standing
e struggle for liberty, the cou
patriots, and )
tionize the government of the northwestern provinces of
Mexico. Such language is a scandalous misuse of terms,
the tendency of which is to corrupt the public morals,
by subverting their sense of duty towards other nations,
and their contempt for crime, though committed under
the specious pretexts of patriotiem and a love of liberty.

*The gang of bafled marauders, whose flaming ac-
counts of their own performances have graced the columns
of the newspapers, were robbers and murderers; who,
instend of having earned an honorable fame, deserved to
be strung up on the first tree to which their captors may
bring them. It indicates a most depraved state of opin-
ion in the country that this band of flying villains could
board an American mail-ghip on the high seas, and com-
municate a formal report of their atrocities upon an un-
E:epnred and defenceless community, against whom they

d not even a pretext of complaint. They,would not
have done so had they not felt a well-grounded confi-
dence that the recital of their lawleas viclence would be
received with other sentirients than the indignant con-
tempt which they deserve.”

If the public press gencrally would hold similar just
language, it would soon create such a correct state of
public opinion and feeling as would soon put down all
such attempte, and remove the stain which they create
upen our national reputation.

e ——
PROTECTIVE DUTY ON WOOL.

Gereeywicr Srarioxn, Decenozr 24,

Messrs. Eptrors: It is reported the Government propo-
ses to admit the raw materiais used by manufacturers duty
free. Such intentions are well caleulated to excite sur-
prise, especially il pelts and wool are proposed to be
classed among free articles.

It is believed the capital used in wool.growing is much
more than one hundred millions of dollars, and that it is
not less, if it is not considerably more, than that employ-
ed in ite mapufacture, and that the manufacturer is quite
a8 sble to dispense with protection on cloth as is the
wool-grower on wool.

Waool is now raised in all or nearly all the States, and
is a source of modernte but sure and annual income to
willions of people seattered throngh all parts of our coun-
try, and those too who would feel the lozs of that source
of income keenly.

Wool and sheep ere now gradually improving, which
is well known to result frem careful sttention, as was

If prices become depressed to the rate w

four or five years since, and that too when other branches
of agriculture pay as well or nearly as well as they now
do, thousands of wool-growers will turn from the husiness

or will be driven to the butchers or slaughtered for their
pelts. It is boped our Government will not deprive agri-
culture of the little protection which it now has.
Respectfully, W. M. M.
e —————

THE CHEAT RIVER, VIRGINIA

FOR THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

In Harper's Magazine for December there ie o very in-
teresting article on the eubject of the scenery of this
river. The sketches sre by a first-rate artist, and the
description, if by the same hand, proves that he wields
the pen with as much ekill as the peneil.  Few imagined
we had near us so great a wonder ofenature as the falls
of the black fork of Cheat river, which descend five or
gix hundred feet in o number of successive leaps, and are
as great o curiosity as the falls of Tequendama, in South |
Ameriea. The whole of the Alleghany range, to Georgia,
contains remarkable scenery, and no mountains afford
finer subjcets for the tourist and artist. Correa de Serrs,
cslled the Cherckee country, the Tuscany of Ameriea !
There iz & very remarksble fall in Habersham county,
which I believe has never been described.

The country on the Cheat river, which contains the
Falls of Black Fork, is almost a wilderness, Thereisa
district of st least forty miles by twenty in Randolph
gounty, inhabited ounly by bears, deer, and other wild
animals. I am informed it belongs to the Randolph fa-
mily, and may be shortly brought into market by sales
for taxes. A part of it is & beautifal country, formed by
the streams which descead the slopes of the Alleghany
mountains to the river. The mugnificent timber, chiefly
white ouk, so important in Western steamboat Luilding,
comes directly from the Cheat river. It abounds in coal
and iron ore. The Monongaheln, at Morgantown, divides
the river which retaine the name, coming from the south ;
the other, the Cheat, which is the main stem, retaing the
general course, passing through u singularly picturesque
wountaln region, yet with much fertile land well adap-
ted to cultivation. The charncter of its picturesque sce-
nery i8 well known here. Two of our native artists,
MeClurg and Wall, made un excursion there last summer
for the purpose of sketching. The first is an historical
painter, who has had the best opportunities for stady in
Europe in coltivating his eminent talents, Mr. Wall is
exclusively devoted to landecape painting, and 1 will say
without hesitation that In representing American scemery
he has no superior, if ke has an equal, in the United
States. From sketches taken Ly him last summer he
has executed several exquisite views on the Chent river
and neighboring streams. [ cannot but feel regret that
he is not better known out of his own vicinage. One of
his pictures, if exhibited in New York or Philadelphia,
would produce a sensation. [le has taken a high rank
among American artists, and all that is wanting to cause
his talents to be every where sppreciated, as they are
here, is to see his pictures and cqmpare them with those
of other artists,

I am of course partial tp my own country ; yet, after
seeing many other lands, 1 think l.t_us region round the
head of the Olio one of the most .lr-a-.ra!:le and beautiful
on the globe. In picturesque beauty it cannot be sur-
passed ; and where is there one superior to it in health,
minerals, n‘ricu]tum] ndrantages, and in its e¢limate ?
Ita valleys and hill-tops are cqually fertile, and watered
every whete by rivulets nud streame. I believe it is the !
best watered countey in the world; and in o state of na-
ture, when covered with its magnificent forests of ocak,
walnut, hickory, sugar tree, covering the whole surface—
abounding with every specics of game and fish—it mue |
linve been a delightful abode to the hunter. 1 remember,
when a boy, that deer and wild turkeys were so abun-
dant that' they were bardiy raoked among articles uf}t’ood.
and were eaten on sccount of the comparative searcity of
pork and beef. But things are wonderfully changed.
At this time a wild turkey is a curiosity nnlul we have
venison brought to us five hundred miles by railway from
IMlinois and Michigan, with feesh fish overy day from the
lakes, and oysters in the shell from Baltimore. And yet 1
liko the memory of the old times better than our present
advantages, which others will rogard as an ample com-
pensation. H. M. BRACKENRIDGE.

The nnn.l:;rury of the Battle of Trenton was celebrated
at Trenton, on Tuesday last by » sham fight and other
military displays, in which & namber of visitivg volunteer
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The President, M. Bcumsxo, enfled the g toeeder.

Beveral letters were read by the Secretary gwmvh—-
teers nﬂ‘erinﬁ their services ; one from an A meriewn, whe-
said Le could command 6ifty dollars, snd woull as seen.
die in “ Hungary ¥ for liberty as in America. A lettes
wiis also rend from n Daltimore lady, drawing the sttens
tion of the soeciety to o gun which can be fired ten times
in 8 minute, carrying eleven balls at a time, to the dis-
tange of three hundred yards. ,

The President then announced that Mr. Lawrence, of
the Erie. Railroad Company, had offered provisions fer
two hundred and fifty men for six months; that Julliem
had been requested to give a concert; and that the land-
lord of the Shakspeare Hotel had offered & room fors wp-
cal performance in order to raise funds for the object the
society has in view,

The meeting adjourned ; after which several volunteess
came forward and enrclled their names, The proceedings
were carried on during the evening entirely in the Ger-
man language.

We were present yesterday, by the courtesy of the Be-
cretary of the Navy, at an interview of Licut. Coxves,
U. 8. Navy, just returned from the Japanesc expedi
with the President of the United States; dmm
were presented from Commodore Perry an assortment of
Japanese articles, such as silks, pipes, &e. These wese
a portion of the presents sent on board after the iuter-
view at Gori Hummer and the delivery of the letter of
the President of the United States to the commissiomes
deputed to meet the Commodore, while specimens of A~
rican manufactures were given in return.—Sentine.

Bgear ox tux Hovsox River RArLroan,—During the
past six or eight months a small bay which existed be-
tween the Hudson River Railroad bridge at Manhattam-
ville and the shore has been filled im, iz & hewry
pressure against the bridge and embankment, which i
here about & quarter of a mile in length., This pn
is said to have been perceptible during the Inst thees
months, while the bay was being filled in. On ﬁ
about 10 A. M., some sixty feet of the was
completely away {rom the main structure into the rives,
and about thirty feet of the track bent cutwards st esch
end of the break., An express train from the West bad
passed over the bridge but twenty minutes k3
the .uceidﬁnt, and a heavily laden cattle train arrived st &
about an hour suhsequently, The escape of the passes-
gers in the former may be considered truly mirsemiows,
as the river is very deep at this place. The loss to she
company must be considerable, and it will be some
before the damags can be repaired. —Journal of Co.

Acumlx; :o ATnn-rg.a.-A singular accident’

at Bates's Theatre, at St. Louis, on Saturday,

instant. Twe orthree sections of ool |
w;éﬂ of b

the

ouse ruined, and the parquet seats smashed. r“
of life, had the accident occurred at night when the pes-
formance was going on and a large sudience presest,
would linve been terrible. The accident resulted fiwen

with disgust, and their Socks will be allowed to dwindle, | the weakness of the roof itself, which was desigoed 39 =

seli-sustaining roof.

A Fasr Youxa Max.—Five young men were arraigmed
at Cincinnati on Sundny moruing for having, while om &
spree the preceding night, committed various acts of
rowdyism along the streets, in breaking signs, and bavieg
a jolly time generally. Judge Spooner find two of them
#5 each, two others $10 each, and the fifth (G. W. Hsn-
nis) was fined $20. e bad during the progrees of the
trinl interrupted the court with siang remarks, and em
being orderell by the court to be quiet, cried out, * This
isa free country; if s man don't choose to woar shess
lie can go barefooted.” Be silent, Mr. Hannis ; -
fined $10 and costs for contempt of court. “gb.
free country : if you have po boots you can go barefeel-
ed.” Silence, Mr. Hannis; you are fined $10 for further
contempt of court. * This is a free country; if you huwe
no socks you can go barefooted,” he again cried. The
Court then formally arraigned him for centempt, sl
sentenced him to a fine of ¥10and costs, and confinemesk

| in the cell of the jail, on bread and water, for tea days.

Samuel M, Whelpley, the pretended lunatic whe

ed from tho Lupatic Asylum at Augusta (Me.) and sem
| back a very clever note of excuse to the superiniendenk,
| has been arrested, and will now be tried for the theft off
| the establishment which he hired at the livery stable ax
forgot to retarn,  He is an old and adroit rogue, nnd was
committed to the lunatic asylum instead of the State
prison because be feigned lunacy successfully. He was
in the Mexican war, aud has been engaged In sundry
thefts and robheries before.

Cnaxae oF Venve.—The counsel of Mathew F. Wand
and fobert Ward, the two brothers who lately entered the
High School at Louisville, (Ky.) when Matthew shel
down Mr. Wa. I, . Buries, a teacher, were heard be-
fore the Circuit Court of Jefferson county onm Moudky
Inst for & change of venue. The motion was resisted by
the Attorney for the Commonwealth. Various affidavite
were introduced by the counsel for the defendants %
show that the excitement against them in Louisville snu
Jefferson is such as would be likely to prevent a fuir a=
impartial trial; and Judge Burnoox decided that 10+
change of venue should be granted. The question thin
srose as to the county in which the trial should tak:
pince, the law providing that the county must be am ad
Joining one. A number of affidavits were submitied firerm
citizens of Oldham, who made oath that, in their opinies
an impartial trial could not be had in that county.  Siuw-
lar affidavits from citizens of Shelby were introduced »
show that the same ohjection existed to a trial there
The Judge decided that the case should go to Hardiv
county.

On Sunday evening last Mr. Haynes, Superintenden: of
the poor-house in Groton, (Mass.) While lsboring under &
temporary fit of insanity, attacked his wife with &
and cut her throat, severing the jugular vein, so Lh::
died in a few moments. Hoe then cut his own throst, snd
died instantly.

The records of the London police courts daily
with the most borrible necounts of men murd
wives, and of attempts at crimes of bloodshed and :
at the bare recital of which the sou! shudders. Im the
English rural districts the practice of forming * burind
clubs” is very prevalent, and nothing is more commen
thap for a man or woman to join, pay & fow weeks' sul-
seription, and then murder a child for the sake of the
few pounds appropristed towards faneral expenses by the
society. Inreference to the great inorease in the nume-
ber of these murders, the Grand Jury at the last Lives
pool nssizes made o presentment, of which the following
is an abstract:

“The Grand Jury are of opinion that the interforence of
the legislature is imperatively ealied for to put a stop 1o the
prosent oy fpm of money payments by burinl socletior. Preas
the cases brought boefore them at the present aesizes, as 1
as {rom past experience, the Grand Jury have no doubt that
the nystem upecaten as a direct {noentive to murdar, swd thak
many of their fellow.belngs are yenr after yoar hurried inbe
sternity by those most closely united to thom by ther ties of
nature and of blood, If not of affection, for the sake of Ser
fow pounds to which by the rulos of the societics, na b pre-
sent constituted, the survivors are entitled.

“The misdirection of these funds, and the alarming ineronss
in crimes of violence, nccompanied by the barbarous wes off
the knife, buve foreibly improssed upon the minds of the
Grand Jury the great importance of extending the menns of
imparting edueation to all classes of the community : for it e
their usanimous opinion that mo solid fonndatios for ey
abiding and salutary change in the habite and pursits of the
poover classes in this country oan bo hoped for unless smel
change is based wpon the education and training of s
young.”
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